CHAPTER VI

THE REPORT OF THE JOINT SELECT
COMMITTEE AND THE BILL

The Report: Dissenting Amendments: Certain Features of
the Report: The Bill: Amendments in Parliament: Royal
Assent; All-India Federation : Dominion Status

flL REPORT

A FTER eighteen months' deliberations,1 the Joint
/xSelect Committee published its Report on November 22,
1934. Although the Committee were free to consider the
Indian constitutional problems de novo, they concentrated
their attention on the Government proposals formulated
in the White Paper, the principles of which they endorsed.
We have noted in Chapter V the matters on which the
Majority Report of the Committee corresponded closely
with the proposals of the White Paper; but it became
necessary for them to devote considerable attention to the
various issues which threatened to create a split within
the ranks of the Conservative Party.

Rivarol somewhere observed: " Politics is like the
sphinx in the fable : it destroys all those who cannot solve
its riddles." Perhaps the apprehension that the Indian
political riddles might become further complicated persuaded
the Committee to recommend additional safeguards and to
strengthen the ones proposed in the White Paper so that

1 The Committee held 159 meetings and examined over 120 witnesses.
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